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Burundi 


Government Denies Opposition Prevented OAU 
Landing 

EA2712191593 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 27 Dec 93 


[Text] At yesterday’s demonstrations in Bujumbura by 
opposition parties, it was said that a Miprobu [protec- 
tion mission for Burundi] plane had been turned back 
while on its way to our country. Jean-Marie Ngenda- 
hayo, minister of communications and foreign affairs, 
tells us more: 


[Begin Ngendahayo recording] I would like to state that 
this is not correct at all. The Miprobu plane which was 
supposed to come sent us information indicat‘ng that it 
would take off from Bamako, Mali. After that we asked 
the Army whether it had made all the preparations so 
that we could welcome those people. We found that all 
had not been prepared. We therefore wrote to the OAU 
to inform them that the government was not ready to 
welcome the Miprobu force—that caused the plane not 
to come. To say that a plane overflew Burundi and was 
turned back is a lie. It has no foundation. [end recording] 


Mr. Joseph Nzeyimana of Rally for Democracy and 
Social and Economic Development, one of the opposi- 
tion parties, tells us his side of the story. 


[Begin Nzeyimana recording] The papers which were 
issued to allow the plane to land are available but 
everything failed. We have the proof that all that we have 
said is not a lie. [end recording] 


Rwanda 


Patriotic Front Announces New Leadership Posts 


AB2712214593 (Clandestine) Radio Muhabura in 
French to Rwanda 1815 GMT 27 Dec 93 


[Excerpts] Today in Mulindi in the Rwandan Patriotic 
Front [RPF]-controlled territory, a ceremony was held to 
announce officially the new authorities of the RPF, the RPF 
representatives within the transitional government and par- 
liament and the upgrading of high-ranking officers of the 
Rwandan Patriotic Army. [passage omitted] It was time to 
introduce the high-ranking officials of the RPF and repre- 
sentatives of the RPF in the transitional government and 
assembly. Here are the members of the executive committee 
of the Rwandan Patriotic Front: 


KANYARENGWE, Alexis 
MAZIMPAKA, Patrick 


President of the RPF: 


First Vice President 
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Commissar for Propaganda and 
Mass Mobilization 


(NYIRINKUMBI, Gaspard) 


Commissar for Women’s Devel- 
opment 


(GAHUNGAYIRE, Anne) 


Commissar for Youth, Culture 
and Sports 


(Name Indistinct) 


Commissar for Rehabilitation 


(RWAMASIRABO, Emile), Dr. 


Commissar for Information 


(RUTAYISIRE, Lucien) Maj. 


Commissar for Planning 


MUGESERA, Antoine 


Commissar Charged With 
InspectionWithin the RPF 


(ALPHONSE, Kuruma), Maj. 


Deputies of the RPF in the Tran- 
sitional Parliament: 


Pierre Ndolimana 


(Antoine Nzabuwakabiri) 


Augustin Muvunyi, Maj 


Rose Kabuye 


(Emile Kanyange) 


Protais Musoni 


Valence Kajeguhakwa 


Advocate (Hodali) 


(Antoine Sumayiri) 


Col. Theoneste Lizinde 


(Abdou Haji Harerimana). 


Members of the Future Broad- 
Based Transitional Government: 


First Vice President and Secre- 
tary for Rehabilitation and 
Reconstruction 


BIHOZAGARA, Jacques, Dr. 


Director of the Office 


UMUTONI, Christine 


Minister of Interior and Com- 
munal Development 


BIZIMUNGU, Pasteur 


Director of the Office 


MUSARE, Faustin 


Minister of Transport, Posts and 
Telecommunications 


KAYUMBA, Immaculee, Mrs. 


Director of the Office 


GAHIMA, Gerard 


Minister of Youth, Sport, Culture 
and Cooperatives 


(SENDASHONGA, Set) 


Director of the Office 


BUTERA, Bosco, Dr. 


Minister of Health 


KAREMERA, Joseph, Col. Dr. 


Director of the Office 


CHARLES, Rudakubana, Dr. 


Zaire 


Lumumbist Party Official ‘Asassinated’ 25 Dec 
AB2712163393 Paris AFP in French 1450 GMT 27 Dec 93 


Second Vice President 


POLISI, Denis 


Counsellor in the Office of the 
President of the RPF 


NTARE, Simon 


Secretary General 


RUDASINGWA, Theogene, Maj. 


[Text] Kinshasa, 27 Dec (AFP)—A Zairian political 
leader, Valentin Lubuma, was assassinated on 25 
December by unidentified uniformed men, it was 
learned here today. 
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Valentin Lubuma, a leading member of the Unified 
Lumumbist Party [PALU] and adviser at the Audit Office, 
was driving a car when three uniformed men riding in a 
“Korando” jeep blocked his path and, according to wit- 
nesses, asked him for money and other objects he had on 
him. To prevent him from possibly resisting, the three 
armed men each shot at the political leader and fled in his 
vehicle. 
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The assassination of this former permanent secretary of 
Mr. Antoine Gizenga, president of the Republic of 
Eastern Congo in Kisangani in 1964, occurred a few 
hours after a peaceful demonstration that was organized 
in Kinshasa by PALU members. 
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Kenya 


Government To Leave Maize Prices To Market 
Forces 

EA2712195393 Nairobi KNA in English 1625 GMT 
27 Dec 93 


[Text] Nairobi, 27 Dec (KNA)—The government today 
announced the liberalization of maize and pricing hence 
allowing free movement of the commodity whether 
imported or locally produced. 


The minister for agriculture, livestock development and 
marketing, Mr. Simeon Nyachae, told a press conference 
in his office that apart from the non-iegally binding flour 
producer prices, maize prices will with immediate effect 
be left to market forces in which producers, traders and 
consumers will all undertake their activities under a free 
market system. The minister said that his counterpart in 
finance had signed a gazette notice to decontrol the 
prices of maize and maize products. 


He said that unlike in the past, no permits will be 
required to move maize from any part of the country and 
that relevant sections of the agricultural act and the rules 
and regulations governing the National Cereals and 
Produce Board (NCPD) maize marketing activities will 
be amended accordingly to conform with the new policy. 


Mr. Nyachae said the farm gate flour producer price for 
the 1994/95 crop year was set at 1,100 shillings per 90 kg 
bag which was based on world market prices and the 
country’s policy of ensuring broad self-sufficiency. He 
however added that this flour producer price will only 
act as a guide and farmers were free to charge prices that 
are determined by the market forces. The minister added 
that private traders were free to import and charge prices 
that were determined by market prices. 


The minister said that the official role of NCPD will be 
confined to maintenance of the strategic maize reserves 
which will initially be set at 3,000,000 bags. He said that 
the board will be free to trade in maize like any other 
private trader with no subsidization from the govern- 
ment except for losses incurred in relation to the role of 
maintaining of strategic maize reserves. 


Mr. Nyachae said that for the vulnerable institutions 
such as hospitals, armed forces and schools, the govern- 
ment will continue to provide support adding that a 
mechanism was being worked out on how subsidy ele- 
ments to this effect would be made available. 


The minister said under this liberalized system of maize 
and pricing, the government will continuously monitor 
the market to ensure that both producers and consumers 
reap maximum benefits from the system. He appealed to 
potential maize traders to reciprocate to this good ges- 
ture by avoiding all practices that may result in the 
exploitation of either producers or consumers and by 
undertaking their marketing activities in a very honest 
and effective manner. 


EAST AFRICA 3 


Somalia 


USC Official Denies Connection With 27 Dec 
Bombing 


EA2712202593 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Great Somali People in Somali 1700 GMT 
27 Dec 93 


[Text] Addressing local and foreign journalists, Professor 
Isa Mohamed Siad, the United Somali Congress foreign 
affairs secretary, today said the Somali National Alliance 
[SNA] supporters were not responsible for anything that 
could bring about insecurity and problems. Mr. Isa 
Mohamed Siad said the individuals who always told 
about the impending civil war after the foreign troops 
departure from Somalia were behind the explosion that 
occurred at the Mogadishu port. He said the SNA 
officials and supporters wished the American troops and 
others a safe departure from the country. Elmi Osman 
Farah, our reporter who filed this report, also adds that 
Prof. Mohamed Siad called on the SNA supporters to be 
vigilant against such a conspiracy. 


SNA Accuses UNOSOM of Causing ‘Insecurity’ 


EA2712204093 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Great Somali People in Somali 1700 GMT 
27 Dec 93 


[Text] A spokesman for the Somali National Alliance, 
SNA, today said nowadays the UN Operation in Somalia 
[UNOSOM] was busy installing the so-called National 
Council and at the same overseeing the selection and 
appointment of officials. He said UNOSOM had no right 
to do so as this was in contravention of the Addis Ababa 
agreement of 27 March. The spokesman said by doing 
this UNOSO** wished to set the Somali people against 
each other and to rekindle the civil wars. The Somali 
people were very aware of the conspiracies hatched by 
foreigners and their puppets and the SNA would never 
accept any political structure that did not serve the 
interests of the Somali people as this was meant to 
preempt any legal political structure that the Somali 
people might form. The SNA called on the people to be 
on guard against any attempt aimed at causing insecurity 
and lack of peace in the country in general and Mogad- 
ishu in particular. In order to cause insecurity efforts had 
been made to form the so-called police force whose 
members had been drawn only from one side and the 
SNA had no business whatsoever with it. 


The spokesman also said bases of foreign troops and 
SNA positions were being fired on in the hope of setting 
the SNA and the foreign troops against each other, 
creating the impression that once the American troops 
had left the country fighting would break out. UNOSOM 
had played a prominent role in creating this state of 
affairs because of the desire to implement its harmful 
plans. The SNA expressed its deepest regret over the 
constant and illegal killing by UNOSOM troops of 
Somali people. The spokesman said the best example 
was the incident in which Somalis were killed while 
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travelling in front of the Mogadishu port, which the 
foreign troops described as an unauthorized area. 


The spokesman concluded by appealing to the Somali 
people to be tolerant and distance themselves from 
anything that might offer excuses for the violation of the 
cease-fire which the SNA had declared and which it was 
still observing. 


Somaliland Council of Ministers Names New 
Appointees 


FA2712194093 (Clandestine) Radio Hargeysa Voice of the 
Republic of Somaliland in Somali 1200 GMT 16 Dec 93 


[Text] The Council of Ministers under the chairmanship 
of the president of the Republic of Somaliland held a 
meeting this morning at the Presidency. Mr. Mohamed 
Haji Ibrahim Egal, the president of the Republic of 
Somaliland, tabled the names of the ministers 
appointed. The new ministers are as follows: Ibrahim 
Abdi Muse, minister of finance; Awil Haji Omar, deputy 
finance minister; Osman Abdullahi Jama Alias Seylic, 
min’ster of foreign 2ffairs; Mohamed Ibrahim Ahmed 
Alias Lamumba, deputy agriculture minister. 


The report adds that the Council of Ministers reached 
consensus On all matters at the meeting. 
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Somaliland Minister of Industry Appointed 


EA2712162193 (Clandestine) Radio Hargeysa Voice of the 
Republic of Somaliland in Somali 1200 GMT 18 Dec 93 


[Text] A report just issued by the Office of the President of 
the Republic of Somaliland says that President Muhammad 
Haji Ibrahim Egal has appointed Mr. Abdullahi 
Muhammad Du’aleh as the minister of industry and 
national planning. 


Somaliland Official Warns of Red Sea Nuclear 
Waste 


EA2712192193 (Clandestine) Radio Hargeysa Voice of the 
Republic of Somaliland in Somali 1200 GMT 16 Dec 93 


[Text] Mr. Abdullahi Gireh Robleh, the minister of 
justice of the Republic of Somaliland, on his return from 
a visit to the Republic of Djibouti, said there was a ship 
carrying nuclear waste roaming around off the Red Sea 
coast. The minister of justice added that the ship wanted 
to either throw its nuclear waste into the sea or bury it on 
shore. The minister received the information from 
senior officials of the Republic of Djibouti who are 
closely monitoring the movements of the ship. Finally, 
the minister of justice called on the people of Somali- 
land, especially those living along the coast, to be vigilant 
and guard Somaliland’s territorial waters. 
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Official Supports Constitution Advertisement 


MB2812084593 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 0500 GMT 28 Dec 93 


[Text] The deputy minister of constitutional development, 
Fanie Schoeman, has dismissed as invalid criticism of the 
government’s advertising campaign to introduce the new 
constitution to South Africans. Mr. Schoeman was reacting 
to reports in which the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] and the 
Conservative party called the campaign an abuse of tax- 
payer's money in the interest of the National Party propa- 
ganda and an exploitation of Christmas. 


He said in Pretoria that knowledge of the new constitv- 
tion was still limited despite extensive media coverage of 
the reform process. This resulted in a certain level of fear 
and uncertainty. Mr. Schoeman said the government 
regarded it as its duty and responsibility to inform the 
population about constitutional changes and related 
legislation. He said that care had been taken througought 
to ensure that the campaign would be managed on a 
strictly apolitical and ojective basis, and that it aimed at 
introducing the new constitution to the widest possible 
audience in the simplest of terms. Mr. Schoeman said no 
party-political interpretations of the constitution were 
reflected in the campaign. Neither printed nor electronic 
dvertisements carried any reference to Christmas as 
such. Any such references would have been irresponsible 
as not all South Africans adhered to the Christian faith. 


IFP Position Noted 


MB2712173293 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1600 GMT 27 Dec 93 


[Text] The IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] is to complain 
to State President F.W. de Klerk about a 21 million rand 
fund which it claims has been set aside to promote, what 
it calls a fatally flawed constitution. 


The Inkatha Information Center says that it has reliable 
information that the advertising fund has been made avail- 
able through the South African Communication Services. It 
said that the government-sponsored campaign favored the 
National Party and the ANC [African National Congress]- 
SACP [South African Communist Party] alliance and rep- 
resented a flagrant abuse of taxpayers’ money. The party 
said that the company which was handling the campaign 
also looked after the ANC account. 


IFP spokesman Ed Tillet says that the complaint will be 
faxed to Mr. de Klerk later today. 


Police Welcome ANC Condemnation of Killings 


MB28 12093093 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0809 
GMT 28 Dec 93 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 28 SAPA—The police on Tuesday 
welcomed the African National Congress’ [ANC] condem- 
nation of police killings but said the organisation had still to 
act to eliminate “the climate of hate’ it had generated 
against police. 
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Law and Order Ministry spokesman Capt Craig Kotze 
said an ANC statement on Monday comdemning police 
killings was welcomed as “‘a step in the right direction”’. 


“But however welcome such a statement may be, this 
condemnation will be a case of too little, too late unless 
the ANC immediately defuses the climate of hate and 
aggression which it has itself unleashed against the South 
African Police.” 


“The ANC should begin this process by at least giving a 
public guarantee that recent statements such as that by 
(ANC Youth League President) Peter Mokaba, that guns 
should be turned on the police, will never again be uttered 
by ANC leaders or members, and that such statements do 
not represent the official policy of the ANC.” 


ANC’s Mokaba Claims Home Under ‘Renewed 
Surveillance’ 


MB28 12084193 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0805 
GMT 28 Dec 93 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 28 SAPA—African National Con- 
gress [ANC] Youth League President Peter Mokaba on 
Monday claimed he and his bodyguard were in danger, with 
his Johannesburg home under renewed surveillance by 
white men driving cars with false registration plates. 


In September, a 39-year-old Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging 
[Resistance Movement—AWB] member who had been 
arrested on a charge of terrorism reportedly told police of a 
plot by right-wingers to kill Mr Mokaba. Mr Mokaba said he 
confronted an armed white man standing outside his Berea 
home on Monday, and that on Sunday a man called twice at 
his home claiming to be looking for someone else. 


He said he feared particularly for his bodyguard’s life 
because of recent attacks on lesser-known ANC officials. 
Patrick Shuma, personal secretary to AN( Deputy Sec- 
retary General Jacob Zuma, was shot and killed at a bus 
stop in Yeoville on Thursday last week. 


Teboho Makhuza, one of the motorists shot by white 
attackers in Randfontein on December 14, was appar- 
ently the brother of Mr Mokaba’s bodyguard. 


On December 16, two bodyguards of PWV [Pretoria - 
Witwatersrand - Vereeniging] Deputy Secretary General 
Obed Bapela were attacked in Katlehong on the East Rand. 
Mr Mokaba said he believed the attacks were systematic: 
“They're killing our security people everywhere.” 


Yeoville police on Monday said they had received a 
complaint from Mr Mokaba. 


South African Press Review for 24 Dec 
MB2412101093 


{Editorial Report] 
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THE STAR 


Best Gift Is Peace—‘Nelson Mandela called on South 
Africans this week to put aside their differences and so bring 
an end to the violence tearing the country apart. He might, 
perhaps, have added another valid message: "Love your 
neighbor,” an editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 24 December on page 8 notes. “The National 
Peace Accord, set up two years ago, has made considerable 
progress in dispute resolution and violence prevention in 
the townships. But structures alone will not bring about the 
far- reaching changes needed to ensure a peaceful society. 
We need a change of heart.” “When we make our Christmas 
wishes, there are many things we could ask for: full stomachs 
for the hungry, houses for the homeless, rain for the 
drought-stricken areas, better matric results for black 
youths But most important, is the wish that the Peace of 
Christmas be ours.” 


SOWETAN 


Peace and Understanding— “In essence Christmas should 
mean the reconciliation of humankind,” an editorial in 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 24 December on 
page 6 notes. “This period must mean to all of us the 
curtailment of friction—the quarantining of weapons of 
destruction which have claimed the lives of thousands of 
people in the killing fields of South Africa.” ‘Political 
adversaries, especially during this time, are called on to find 
each other.” “The message of hope, captured at Christmas, 
will only become relevant when all of us work towards 
bringing about a new order of democracy, peace and love.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


The New Trek—‘Imperfect it may be, incomplete, tempo- 
rary and contentious, but the constitution adopted this week 
represents a miracle few South Africans could have hoped 
for four years ago,” the second editorial in Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 24 December on page 4 
notes. ““As we squabble about its deficiencies, we should 
remind ourselves where we were then: segregated, isolated, 
on the verge of civil war and with little prospect of peace or 
prosperity.” It is a constitution “offering hope and peace 
and prosperity such as its predecessors never could. For 
every deficiency there are a thousand benefits. We should 
look to December 1989 and give thanks for a miracle.” 


BEELD 


Right Wing Can Still Become Part of Process—The Johan- 
nesburg BEELD in Afrikaans of 20 December says in a page 
12 editorial: “The large attendance at many Day of the 
Covenant gatherings has indicated that a significant number 
of confused and anxious Afrikaners need strong and direc- 
tion-giving leadership.” “‘Right- wing leaders who addressed 
the 16 December rallies wasted the chance to provide 
guidance. All their audiences heard was a lot of hot air. The 
dominant impression from the many speeches was that of 
Afrikaners—both leaders and followers—going to meet a 
dark future in fear and anxiety; the leaders’ threats of war 
was the false bravado of one whistling as he walks past a 
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cemetery.” One speaker, Major General Tienie Groe- 
newald, “‘let out the secret of the real motivation behind the 
insistence on an Afrkaner homeland—escape.” “That illus- 
trates once again the difference between the ‘old’ reac- 
tionary Afrikaners with their laager mentality which seeks 
escape in an imaginary white homeland, and the ‘new’ 
Afrikaners who see the new constitutional dispensation as a 
challenge which offers countless new opportunities to the 
Afrikaner. The right-wing leaders now have what could be 
their very last chance to become part of the challenging 
process before the constitution is adopted. Should they 
continue to hesitate, many of their followers may once again 
choose the strong leadership of President de Klerk, as 
happened in the 1989 election and last year’s referendum.” 


Front’s Talks With ANC ‘Quantum Leap’—“‘Many of the 
right wingers who negotiated intensively with the ANC ona 
treaty for which they lost their nerve at the last moment, 
must today be very frustrated,” says a page 10 editorial in 
the Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans of 22 December. 
“Those among them with common sense must now realize 
that they could have been much further had they jumped in 
earlier, instead of insulting the government from the side- 
lines. Judging from the contents of the accord, it is clear that 
the Conservative Party [CP]-Afrikaner National Front have 
reached the same point where the government was 2 or 3 
years ago when it began discussing constitutional models 
with the ANC.” “The ANC-National Front accord—which 
was, after all, never signed—wil] nevertheless not be without 
positive consequences. To the CP in particular it must have 
been an enlightening experience to see what can be achieved 
through talking instead of shouting and threatening.” “The 
fact that the Front was (and is?) prepared to commit itself to 
a nonracial democracy and reject political solutions based 
on racism and apartheid is one of the real quantum leaps in 
present day politics. We are looking forward to observing 
how the right-wing leaders are going to explain to their 
confused followers that they are finally doing what the 
National Party has done: made peace with, and are now 
negotiating with, ‘the ANC-South African Communist Party 
alliance.’”” 


Right-Wing Leaders Creating ‘Monster’—A second editorial 
on page 10 of BEELD points out that “There is still no 
clarity over the origin and authenticity of the alleged AWB 
[Afrikaner Resistance Movement] war plan which was 
revealed in Parliament. AWB leader Eugene Terreblanche 
has denied that his organization has such a plan, and claims 
it is disinformation aimed at derailing the good relations 
between right-wing whites and their black allies. One would 
hope that the alleged plan is not genuine. Nevertheless, it 
would surpiise no one if elements within the AWB and other 
right- wing organizations actually do hatch such plans.” 
“Regardless of the authenticity of the document, it is the 
kind of situation of armed (racial) conflict for which the 
right wingers are headed with their threats of war. For many 
believing and unenlightened people it started as a political 
game of ‘10 plagues.’ Never did they believe their leaders 
would allow the situation to get out of hand.” BEELD 
concludes: ‘“Right-wing leaders must give serious and urgent 
thought to the game they are playing. They are creating a 
monster which can consume them too.” 
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Angola 


Ob: rvers Urge Government, UNITA To End 
Ho: iities 

MB2812072293 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 0600 GMT 28 Dec 93 


[Text] The troika of observers in the Angolan peace 
process yesterday called for an end to hostilities in 
Angola and urged the government and the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] 
to speed up efforts with a view to reaching an acceptable 
peace accord in Lusaka. In a declaration issued in Lisbon 
yesterday, the troika of observeis calls for productive 
talks in Lusaka. 


The observers also said they support the decision by 
Alioune Blondin Beye, special representative of the UN 
secretary general in Angola. to accept a brief break in the 
peace talks. In conclusion, the troika of observers 
expresses its desire that the resumption of negotiations 
will represent the true beginning of peace. 


Military Situation Said ‘Alarming’ 


41B2712195793 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
iegro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 27 Dec 93 


[Text] The troika of Angolan peace process observers 
today described the military situation in Angola as 
alarming, because of Luanda’s provocative behavior 
toward the National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola [UNITA] in many parts of Angolan territory. 
The observers called on the government and UNITA 
immediately to resume the peace talks in the Zambian 
capital. 


Opposition Leader Urges Dos Santos To Resign 


MB2712193493 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 27 Dec 93 


[Excerpt] Dr. Alberto Neto, Angolan Democratic Party 
[PDA] president, has said that Angola has been experi- 
encing serious political, economic, and social instability 
and he blames it all on the communist Luanda govern- 
ment. He also believes that unless drastic measures are 
taken to improve the situation, it will likely deteriorate 
even further in the near future. PDA President Dr. 
Alberto Neto was one of those people who suffered when 
Eduardo dos Santos launched his political and tribal 
genocide last year. He believes that there is only one 
solution to the problem: the Angolan Government exec- 
utive must resign. [passage omitted] 


UNITA Continues To ‘Press-Gang Youths,’ ‘Train 
Troops’ 

MB2812090193 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 0600 GMT 28 Dec 93 


[Text] The National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola [UNITA] continues to press-gang youths and 
train troops in areas it occupies to continue with the war 
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in Angola. A citizen who fled from Huambo said UNITA 
is using Albano Machado Airport in Huambo to unload 
war materiel and fuel. Our correspondent reports. 


A citizen who fled from Huambo told our reporting team 
that from October to November this year, aircraft 
coming from Zaire carried out many night flights to 
unload war materiel and fuel. 


Mozambique 


Energy Minister on Fuel Price, Other Issues 


MB2812111793 Maputo DOMINGO in Portuguese 
27 Dec 93 pp 6,11 


[Interview with Industry and Energy Minister Octavio 
Muthemba by DOMINGO reporter Daniel Cuambe— 
place and date not given] 


[Text] [Cuambe] There are people who believe that the 
government should have warned the public in advance 
about the latest fuel price increase. They also feel that it 
was the government's failure to give that warning that 
led to unrest and violence in Maputo. Industry and 
Energy Minister Octavio Muthemba had this to say: 


[Muthemba] First of all, I would like to convey my regret 
about the incidents which occurred in the city of 
Maputo. When discussing the matter of the bus fare hike, 
frankly, I fail to see any direct connection between the 
fuel price increase and the incidents in the city of 
Maputo. 


To try and answer your question as to why the govern- 
ment had to review the fuel price without making any 
prior announcement, I must point out that price 
increases have never been announced in advance in the 
past, since I have become industry and energy minister 
and before my time. Why, then, did the government not 
announce fuel price changes in advance? The reason is 
quite simple: to prevent opportunists buying all the fuel 
at the old price and then cornering the market. Those 
opportunists would cause shortages on the day the 
announcement was made so they could sell the fuel at the 
highest possible price immediately after the government 
had disclosed when the new price would come into force. 


That is the reason. It is as simple as that. In the past the 
government has never announced in advance that the 
fuel price was about to go up. Doing so is tantamount to 
announcing that we will be devaluing the metical two 
weeks from now. That is never done, whether it be in 
Mozambique or in any other country. 


Social Tension 


[Cuambe] Taking into account the social tensions cur- 
rently experienced in the country, what do you see as 
more important: to warn people that a measure is about 
to be implemented that will have an impact on their lives 
or not to warn them to prevent opportunists cornering 
the market? 
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{[Muthemba] For your information, the government has 
been working on that matter. There 1s a government 
commission that has been working, for example, with 
trade unions and employers. That commission has been 
holding regular consultative meetings with both sides to 
discuss those problems that we all face as citizens. In 
view of that, it is my belief that the serious economic and 
other problems currently confronting our people—all of 
us, actually—are not caused by the fuel price hike alone. 
I believe that, unfortunately, the prices of other basic 
goods are also on the way up. What is happening at this 
Stage is that the onus ts still being placed on the govern- 
ment because the government is still trying to control the 
fuel price. 


Let me tell you that the fuel prices would have been far 
higher 1f we were not controlling them. It would have 
been less embarrassing for the government if it had 
liberalized fuel prices completely two or more years ago. 
Had the government done so, it would not have had to 
announce fuel price rises. So, I think the problem is more 
widespread but, sadly, people do not want to hear that. 
We are hiding behind the monster, but the fact is that we 
are experiencing the immediate effects of war. 


Agriculiural output will have to improve a great deal for 
this country’s problems to be resolved. Everyone must 
try and help resolve the country’s current economic 
problems. 


[Cuambe] When do you foresee fuel prices going up 
again? 


[Muthemba] We are not forecasting a fuel price rise 
because prices are reviewed as determining factors come 
into play. What you have is a car and its driver: the 
government acts to try and correct price distortions. I 
must tell you, though, that the problem is not as simple 
as some people would believe. We are oil importers. 
What is more, we need foreign assistance to be able to 
import oil. 


The Mozambican National Petroleum Enterprise, Petro- 
moc, imports the oil but, to do so it needs meticals to pay 
the bank the dollars the latter will have to transfer 
abroad. In turn, it is up to us to create the conditions 
whereby internal operators have the meticals to buy that 
oil with. Were we to let the situation deteriorate, what 
would happen is that the companies would not be able to 
import goods, even though they may have been allocated 
the dollars needed for that purpose. For example, 
Mozambican and foreign petrol companies operating in 
this country are not happy with their (?profit) margins 
and we are trying to convince them that those margins 
and the financial situation of those enterprises will pick 
up in tandem with greater economic development in this 
country. 


Petromoc is about to close its books for 1993 and they 
will reflect massive losses. The explanation for those 
losses is that current prices are still much too low and the 
costs much too high. 
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[Cuambe] The concerns of the Industry and Energy Ministry 
have been studied and soon measures are to be announced 
to try and correct the suffocation [sufocamento] the min- 
istry is currently facing. In his interview with the DOM- 
INGO newspaper, Minister Octavio Muthemba disclosed 
that the “government will soon take very specific fiscal and 
customs measures.”’ He was referring to intervention from 
which the industry and energy sector must benefit to occupy 
its place among those sectors that help generate funds for the 
economy. In addition to the controversial fuel price hikes, 
we also tried to learn Minister Muthemba’s views on public 
enterprises. So, taking advxntage of the broad statement 
that “the government will be taking measures”, DOMINGO 
moved to know more. We asked the minister about the 
objective aims of those measures and whether there would 
be a new approach to try and settle problems. 


[Muthemba] We feel that the industry is suffering from 
problems concerning the internal market. For that 
reason and because we are the government, we are 
encouraging industry to step up its exports. It is \o that 
end that fiscal and other mechanisms intended to cut red 
tape are being created to provide incentives to and 
encourage potential exporters to export. | am talking 
about an extremely important area of the economy in 
which industrialists can participate. 


[Cuambe] It has been said at the Industry and Energy 
Ministry Coordinating Council that there are problems 
with exports and that they concern our entrepreneurs’ 
insufficient knowledge of the international market... 


{Muthemba] As you must be aware, a large portion of the 
personnel currently involved in management rose to 
those positions when the country achieved indepen- 
dence. It is our belief that there is indeed a need for them 
to improve their knowledge of the intevnational market. 
I must point out, however, that it is perhaps not true to 
say that our businessinen are completely lacking in 
knowledge. There is knowledge in southern Africa today 
and what we want is to take advantage of regional 
organizations such as the Preferential Trade Area, PTA, 
and the Southern African Development Community, 
SADC, to intensify trade relations. Because of its geo- 
graphic location, Mozambique is bound to enjoy some 
be ‘efits in that process. As I have said, the problem does 
not reside in a lack of knowledge alone. It also has to do 
with the difficulties that an exporter faces or sed to face 
when he tried to export goods. 


[Cuambe] We would like to insist that you provide us 
with specific information concerning the measures that 
are to be announced soon. 


[Muthemba] Fiscal and customs measures will definitely 
be introduced and, as I have said, that is only the first 
step. There is much more work to be done to create an 
atmosphere that is conducive to productivity, including 
industrial productivity. In my capacity as industry and 
energy minister, I must devote my attention to the 
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industrial sector. It is also important to note that our 
country’s banking system is not yet ready to finance 
industrial activity. We would only confirm that point if 
we were to inspect bank loan statistics. We also need to 
affirm the need to come up with correct financial mech- 
anisms to finance industry by means other than just bank 
mechanisms, notably companies dealing in risk capital 
which would complement the work done by the banks. It 
is not possible at this stage for industrialists to make 
investments or finance their normal operations without 
that pro. oking ruptures in the future. I must also say that 
industry is suffering the effects of the rapid change that 
has occurred in the country. I am talking mainly about 
the great industries, which are the least versatile of all. 


There has to be a long adaptation period and much 
macroeconomic work must be done to create the right 
conditions for industrial productivity to grow in this 
country. 


Historic Indebtedness 


{( uambe] The industrial companies are continuing their 
historic indebtedness. What are the alternatives to such 
cases and what are ihe implications of such a situation? 


{Muthemba] I would like to give my personal opinion 
here. There is no modernization and industrial rehabil. 
itation per se, because rehabilitation always include 
some modernization. To me, the whole operation has to 
do with modernizing industry. There can be no situation 
of indebtedness in the state our enterprises are in. I must 
tell you that this has been the theme of a conversation I 
have been having with donors. In fact, I have tried to 
convince them that, should this situation continue, it 
will be a major hurdle to any attempts to modernize our 
industry and make it more competitive both inside and 
outside the country. We have prescribed some measures 
to that end. First, we must do inventory work and that 1s 
already under way in potentially viable enterprises. That 
is because we believe that we should not make it easy for 
any industrial company. We have, for example, indus- 
tries where many Mozambicans are employed. There is 
the need, therefore, to encourage those companies and, 
taking it from there, we must draw up an economic 
recovery program for those enterprises. 


{Cuambe] But small-scale industrial enterprises are not 
the ones which assure a greater number of jobs? 


[Muthemba] Perhaps not. In the national context, 
Matola Industrial Company is one of those companies 
that assures work to a reasonable work force. I might also 
mention Mobeira Industrial Company or Come:al Met- 
allurgical Company. 


[Cuambe] However, a country is not made up of great 
industrial companies alone. Small industrial companies 
also have a role to play in that they are often on the 
outskirts of urban centers and in touch with the rural 
areas... 
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[Muthemba] When I talk about small industrial compa- 
nies, I am talking about smaller aggregate values. What | 
mean is that industrial companies with a great share of 
our imports will find it very tough to become viable 
because of metical devaluation-related matters. 


[Cuambe] What measures do you propose to take to turn 
that problem around? 


[Muthemba] We, in the Industry and Energy Ministry, 
have even prescribed measures for development of small 
scale and intermediate industrial companies. What is 
more, at this stage we are promoting what we call the 
Small Scale Industry Promotion Fund. We believe that 
small-scale and intermed.ate industrial companies are 
fundamental to industrial development. However, we 
also know that small-scale industry does net exist on its 
own. That industrial sector exists only as a complement 
to the larger industrial companies. Thus, when I tulk 
about lesser aggregate value companies I am not refer- 
ring to small industry alone. Were we to look at statistics, 
we would find that since independence there has not 
been great growth in the manpower involved in small 
scale and intermediate industrial companies, which 
helps explain why we pursue a policy of encouragement 
to small and intermediate industrial companies. That 
‘Joes not mean, though, that we do not provide incen- 
iives to the larger industrial companies. Small-scale 
inursivies will always be around so they can even do 
wo’ « for the great enterprises or do the sort of work that 
ze' industries cannot do. 


Mozambican Entrepreneurship? 


[Cuambe] Mozambican entrepreneurs are not in the 
position to invest the amounts needed to help the 
indusirial sector solve its problems. How long will this 
situation last? What is the Industry ard Energy Minis- 
try’s role concerning the protection of Mozambican 
entrepreneurs? 


[Muthemba] I must tell you that there has never been 
Mozambican entrepreneurship in this country’s indus- 
trial sector. That entrepreneurial sector is beginning to 
emerge in the country. Entrepreneurs have emerged 
more clearly in the commercial sector which, for a 
variety of reasons, has provided the conditions for more 
effective and swifter accumulation. Meanwhile, for rea- 
sons we have already touched on, the industrial sector 
did not provide those conditions because its feasibility 
was rather doubtful. That helps explain why national 
entrepreneurship has not made a dent in this sector of 
the Mozambican economy. Nevertheless, we must say 
that it has been with great satisfaction that we have seen 
national businessmen invest in the industrial sector over 
the years and especially now that the Structural Read- 
justment Program is under way. In the process, those 
businessmen have even participated in entrepreneurial 
restructuring. By the same token, | also think that they 
have benefitted from some of the opportunities the 
government has given them. 
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{Cuambe] Can you give examples of potential national 
businessmen who invest in the industry and energy 
sectors and are positive examples? 


{Muthemba] I cannot give you names, because that 
would imply | would make it easier for them to advance 
in the national market. | cannot do so in my capacity as 
an official of the Mozambican Government. 


{Cuambe] In what industrial areas do you find most of 
those entrepreneurs? 


{Muthemba] We have had their participation in the 
metallurgical and mechanical areas of industry and those 
are precisely the areas where you find many Mozamb- 
icans at work and providing encouraging examples. They 
prompt us to create the conditions needed for other 
Mozambican businessmen to join in those and other 
industrial areas. With regard to small scale and interme- 
diate industrial enterprises, we believe Mozambican 
entrepreneurship is surfacing in those areas now. 


Expectations Concerning Privatization 


{Cuambe] Your ministry has prepared privatization pro- 
cesses for 17 industrial enterprises. Who are—or will 
be—the beneficiaries? 


[Muthemba] We always publish notices here in our 
ministry and in the provincial directorates concerning 
the identity of the beneficiaries. What I can say is that 
most of the people who have been winning the bids to 
buy companies have been Mozambicans. In other words, 
privatization has been benefitting Mozambican busi- 
nessmen. That is precisely why we say that we feel 
encouraged by the fact that the entrepreneurial restruc- 
turing process has picked up its pace and gained a new 
maturity in the Industry and Energy Ministry this year 
and it has even rubbed off on those overseeing the 
implementation of the process. I must say that we have 
created the Office for Restructuring Industrial Compa- 
nies, GREI, which deals exclusively with the entrepre- 
neurial restructuring process and works hand in hand 
with the National Assessment Commission, the Finance 
Ministry, and with the Finance Ministry’s Technical 
Unit for Entrepreneurial Restructuring, UTRE. Thus, 
we can say that we are happy with the results this year 
and with the implementation of new legislation con- 
cerning entrepreneurship. 


(Cuambe] There is much expectancy about privatiza- 
tion. Who is responsible for privatization processes 
dragging on? 


{Muthemba] I would not know whether those processes 
are dragging on. What happens is that legislation has 
been approved—Decree 21/89—which is in force con- 
cerning certain cases. Then, there was the emergence of 
that voluminous Law 15/91 and Decree 28/91, which 
presented new ways and procedures for the entrepre- 
neurial restructuring process. There was, then, a need for 
state apparatus structures to organize and to observe the 
new provisions defined in terms of those new legal 
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documents. So, we in the Industry and Energy Ministry 
responded to that problem by introducing the GREI in 
1992. Its implementation began in full in 1993. The 
Finance Ministry created, for instance, the UTRE, which 
was devised for other purposes, but whose work now also 
focuses on entrepreneurial restructuring and also the 
National Property Department. All those structures had 
to reorganize to be able to deal with the new circum- 
stances. It is also important to note that that new 
legislation prompted the creation of the Interministerial 
Commission for Entrepreneurial Restructuring, CIR, 
which is chaired by Prime Minister Mario Machungo 
and includes the ministers for cooperation, industry and 
energy, and agriculture, as well as the governor of the 
Bank of Mozambique. 


Unemployment [subhead] 


[Cuambe] At least 8,000 workers in processing industry 
companies operating under your ministry now face the 
risk of losing their jobs or being underemployed. Given 
that this is a country where the tragedy of unemployment 
is common, what will the Industry and Energy Ministry 
do to stem the problem? 


[Muthemba] First of all, | am not sure that that figure is 
accurate. Nonetheless, even if the number is not 8,000, 
we are aware that it is a serious problem. The ministry 
has been doing all this work to encourage industrial 
activity which, in turn, should provide employment 
maintenance and creation. We think that it is in the 
context of small scale and intermediate industrial enter- 
prises as well as the rehabilitation of Mozambican indus- 
trial companies that we will be able to solve, in the 
medium term, these problems of unemployment and 
hidden unemployment. Unfortunately, it is our percep- 
tion that there are surplus workers in our companies. I 
must say that, against all management principles—I say 
this because some of my directors are unhappy to hear 
this and are right—we have advised against massive 
retrenchment policies. I say that that is a poor manage- 
ment principle because an enterprise should have the 
number of workers it needs for its operation. However, 
because of the social upheaval such a move might cause, 
we are working with those enterprises to ensure that our 
enterprises do not embark on massive retrenchments. 


{Cuambe] The war led to the complete destruction of, or 
extensive damage to, strategic and productive infrastruc- 
ture such as Sena Sugar States Company in Marromeu. 
What other enterprises are in the same boat? What does 
the Industry and Energy Ministry intend to do about 
them? 


[Muthemba] The war had its consequences, however super- 
ficial. There were attempts to extensively damage enter- 
prises. I could cite the examples of IMA [expansion 
unknown] and Lusalite. The former was promptly rehabili- 
tated and is operating. I believe that something was also 
done for Lusalite. There are no specific plans to rebuild 
enterprises destroyed by war. What we have are plans to 
rebuild all potentially viable enterprises. Thus, when I say 


FBIS-AFR-93-247 
28 December 1993 


plans I am talking about the state eventually providing 
support for potentially viable companies wanting to rejoin 
the market. Work is being done to rehabilitate sugar- 
producing companies. As you know, sugar used to earn 
much foreign currency for Mozambique. 


Mozambique National Fuel Company and Mozambique 
Electricity Company 


[Cuambe] What is the situation regarding the transfor- 
mation of some state or nationalized companies into 
public companies, particularly EDM and Petromoc? 


[Muthemba] At the present moment we are carrying out 
work aimed at restructuring Petromoc. Thus, the restruc- 
turing of this company will begin next year, but this does 
not necessarily mean that Petromoc will become a public 
company. 


As for the EDM, a decision has already been made to 
transform it into a public company, and I think it will 
become one as from next year. It is important to note 
however that it is not only by government saying that a 
company is a public company that it becomes one. A 
whole lot of work has to be carried out in the economic 
and financial fields, and even in the technical field, so 
that a public company can be created and become 
self-sufficient. This is the work that is now under way at 
the ministry with regard to the EDM. 


On the other hand, we feel that the transformation of the 
new EDM into a public company should be a natural 
affair. It should be the result of the legal instruments 
being prepared in the field of electricity here at the 
ministry. It is these legal instruments which will tell us 
what will be the EDM’s true role as a public company 
and what will be the participation of the state and private 
sectors in the production, transportation, and distribu- 
tion of electricity. 


We think the private sector has something to say about 
this process. When we speak of the private sector and its 
role, it does not necessarily mean that the aim is to partly 
privatize the EDM. Why not create new things? Our 
view is to create small hydroelectric stations in rural 
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areas which will be able to sell electricity to people in 
those areas. We need to create the necessary atmosphere 
to make this possible. 


For example, we already produce gas in Pande. We 
therefore need to know when can we produce electricity 
from this gas. We have to examine the cooperation 
between various sectors in this field. 


With regard to Petromoc, people speak of its monopoly. 
This monopoly is something inherited from colonialism, 
however. It was not brought about by the government. 
The restructuring of Petromoc is aimed at introducing 
competition, for the first time in the country. This means 
that we favor the creation of many companies which can 
participate in the market for the benefit of the consumer. 


{Cuambe] Can yon cite other industries in this category? 


[Muthemba] In tl . industrial sector, we do not have for 
the time being any other company that should be trans- 
formed into a public company. At the moment, we are 
studying the situation of the so-called “holding” [pre- 
ceding word in English], that is Xigaio and Contex, 
created by the Ministry of Industry and Energy. We are 
studying the situation of these companies. The other 
work being carried out concerns how the State will 
conduct the management of its financial participation in 
these companies. 


Update on Confined Government, Renamo Troops 


MB2712184093 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 27 Dec 93 


[Text] A total of 8,201 government soldiers had turned 
up at their confinement centers by 26 December. 
According to the daily UN Operations in Mozambique 
[Unomoz] report, 7,179 confined government troops 
had been registered by 26 December. 


The Unomoz report adds that by 26 Decembery 3,750 
Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] men had 
presented themselves at assembly points, 2,653 of whom 
had already been registered. 


A total of 11,951 government and Renamo soldiers have 
been confined so far. The report also said that the 
government is now using 56 percent of the capacity of its 
confinement centers opened so far. Renamo is using 87 
percent of the capacity of its troop confinement points. 
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Cote d’lvoire 


Parties To Participate in Boigny Funeral Plans 


AB2812103093 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 0700 GMT 28 Dec 93 


[Text] As they had earlier indicated upon the announce- 
ment of President Houphouet-Boigny’s death, the polit- 
ical parties will be involved in preparations for the 
funeral of the distinguished statesman. A meeting was 
held yesterday morning at the Interior Ministry with 
some 40 political party leaders representing the various 
authorized or soon-to-be-legalized Ivorian political par- 
ties. During the meeting, which was held from 1000 to 
1400, Interior Minister Emile Constant Bombet pre- 
sented to his guests the agenda for President Houphouet- 
Boigny’s funeral arrangements, after which he asked 
them to make suggestions regarding their participation 
in the ceremonies. In an atmosphere marked by a 
friendly and tolerant spirit, some political party repre- 
sentatives made proposals that would enable the entire 
Ivorian population to be involved in preparations for the 
funeral of the distinguished statesman. 


Guinea 


Minister Meets Envoys, Comments on Elections 


AB2712224693 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale de la 
Republique de Guinee in French 1945 GMT 27 Dec 93 


[Text] Foreign Minister Ibrahima Sylla held an informal 
meeting with all the diplomats accredited to Guinea in 
Conakry this morning. It enabled the minister to take 
stock of the 19 December poll held inside and outside 
the country. He made it a point to brief the diplomats on 
the outcome of the election pending the validation of the 
provisional results by the Supreme Court. Let us listen to 
him taking stock of the poll in the country’s diplomatic 
missions: 


[Begin recording] The approximate figures we gave you 
here recently were based on an expected total electorate 
of about 276,000 in all our diplomatic missions. But the 
provisional results that reached us show that not even 
half of this figure voted, that is in all, nearly 22,500. In 
general, people could not vote in neighboring countries. 
In some cases only a part of Guineans could vote and in 
some others, they voted only in the interior and not in 
the capital. But people voted in our diplomatic missions 
in Asia and in Western Europe normally, except there 
were some minor problems in Brussels. In North Amer- 
ica—United States, Canada, and United Nations— 
people voted normally too. It is only in neighboring 
countries that unfortunately the poll could not take place 
satisfactorily. [end recording] 


The minister also drew some lessons from the 19 
December election. Let us listen to him: 
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[Begin recording] The first impression is that Guineans 
were obviously willing to discharge their duty of voting. 
Those who plucked up their courage to do it—they are 
numerous because we recorded more than 78 percent— 
succeeded, and that is, according to me, quite an honor- 
able result which overshadows the technical shortcom- 
ings due to lack of experience and other factors. One can 
also note Guineans’ will to go forward all together, 
because since 19 December and, according to the reports 
received from our diplomatic missions, there was certain 
bitterness among our compatriots in the countries, where 
they could not vote for reasons already known to you all. 
There were some speculations, and unfortunately some 
watchwords from political parties could not reach their 
supporters abroad. In some cases, the minority pre- 
vented the majority of the population from voting freely. 
We therefore hope that the post-election period will be 
normal so that we can learn lessons f om the past 
difficulties in order to prepare for the legislative elec- 
tions ahead so Guineans can vote freely for the candi- 
dates they prefer. We also noted that Guineans are 
understanding more and more that we can and must do 
politics. But politics alone will not build a country. It is 
a process, and we should be able to stop it and face other 
more important challenges. We have said and repeated 
many times: Democracy without development means 
nothing. You all know that we have very significant 
objectives ahead. We count on the international commu- 
nity, which you represent here, so that tomorrow and in 
the future—as you did today and in the past—we can 
again continue to strengthen cooperation with your 
different countries. This will help Guinea, which is 
determined to ensure a permanent growth of its 
economy, with the assistance of the countries you repre- 
sent and that of the entire international community. 
Thank you. [end recording] 


Post-Election Atmosphere Said ‘Tense;’ Conde 
Interviewed 5 
AB2812131293 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 0730 
GMT 28 Dec 93 


[Text] The post-election atmosphere is tense in Guinea 
as supporters of Alpha Conde, a losing candidate in the 
19 December poll, are subjected to harassment. Omar 
Ndendombia reports: 


{[Ndendombia] Since President Lansana Conte’s reelec- 
tion, the situation in Guinea has yet not returned to 
normal, particularly in the Haute Guinee area where 
supporters of second-placed Alpha Conde are reported 
to have been arrested. The leader of the Rally of the 
Guinean People [RPG] has confirmed this information 
and warned the government against post-electoral perse- 
cution, calling on the government to end arbitrary 
arrests. Alpha Conde is interviewed here by Mohammed 
Youssoufou Saliou. 


[Begin Conde recording] Our position is that you cannot 
rule cemeteries. We have asked our supporters not to 
react to provocations, to remain cool and collected, and 
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not to demonstrate. This they did, even though the 
government [words indistinct] everywhere. Now the 
government is resorting to provocation. It is arresting 
our supporters at Faranah, Kouroussa, Gueckedou, and 
shooting at our supporters. The government has sent 
over 300 soldiers to Kouroussa, where they killed people 
and are now busy arresting RPG leaders. At the same 
time (?there was shooting) at Gueckedou, where there 
have been deaths since 26 December and a lot of arrests 
of the RPG officials. \:milarly, at Faranah and Kankan, 
the arrest of our supporters has been going on for several 
days. El Haj Avek Amadou Dyegba, El Haj Vilmandia 
Diabate, and El Haj Kaba Oumar, as well as some young 
friends, have all been arrested. Obviously we cannot 
accept this kind of thing. Enough is enough. We have 
asked our supporters remain calm because we want 
peace in this country. We will not allow the government 
to try to [words indistinct] systematically, without 
reason, you see. This is a very sad situation because the 
government (?is entirely responsible for the events we 
are talking about). [end recording] 


Opposition Urges Calm; Shops Reopen 
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[Text] The call made by Conakry Archbishop Robert 
Sara in his Christmas message on the candidates, who 
lost in the presidential election, to end their electoral 
quarrel and dedicate themselves to the building of the 
country, seems to have been heeded. Three opposition 
leaders, including Mamadou Ba of the Union for the 
New Republic [UNR], invited their supporters to 
resume their activities. At the same time, President 
Lansana Conte adopted an attitude that also contributed 
to ease the tension. Here are more details from Conakry 
with Ben Daouda Sylla: 


[Sylla] Despite the shock felt by the opposition candi- 
dates, President-elect Lansana Conte is trying to ease the 
tension and helping calm return in the capital. The 
commercial sectors are reacting favorably to his attitude 
and goods are reappearing in the markets and peddlers 
are back on the streets. The only unknown factor is 
whether prices will be reduced, since they have been 
doubled and sometimes quadrupled. Mamadou Ba of the 
UNR called on his supporters to, and I quote, resume 
their activities, reduce the prices of their goods even 
below limits, and not react to any provocative acts. We 
will react when the way the power ts managed is no 
longer approved by the people, end quote. Similar calls 
were made at the headquarters of the Rally of Guinean 
People and the Party for Renewal and Progress where a 
mature attitude led to the reopening of some shops and 
markets stalls at the Madina Market. The psychosis of 
conflict has been replaced by reason but the return of 
those who fled the city is still expected and incidents are 
reported in the prefectures of (?7Komota) and (?Denek- 
enedou). 
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Liberia 


Taylor on ECOMOG, Transitional Government, 
Sawyer 

AB2712215993 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 27 Dec 93 


[From the ‘Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The arrival in Liberia of an advanced party of 
Tanzanian troops to join ECOMOG [Economic Com- 
munity of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] seems likely to give new impetus to the Cotonou 
Peace Accord. Interim President Amos Sawyer has been 
refusing to step down in favor of the new transitional 
government until the reinforcements arrive and start 
disarming the factions, and he sacked Bismarck Kuyon, 
who was supposed to be the head of the transitional 
government. The ULIMO [United Liberation Move- 
ment for Democracy in Liberia] faction is refusing to 
disarm until the new government takes over, and the 
NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] leader, 
Charles Taylor, has been urging Sawyer to let the new 
administration start work. This weekend, the Tanzanian 
commander, General Kiwelu, traveled to Gbarnga with 
ECOMOG commander, John Inienger, for a meeting 
with Charles Taylor. On the line, Robin White asked Mr. 
Taylor if he felt more reassured now that he’d met the 
two men? 


[Begin recording] [Taylor] I feel reassured, I feel very 
happy, and we’ve invited them to deploy their men 
immediately. We are ready to begin the process of 
encampment and disarmament, but I urged them to 
emphasize to their governments that the problem in 
Liberia now is no longer military. It is a problem that is 
political, and the political problem has to do with the 
seating of the one transitional government that we all 
have vowed to adhere to. 


[White] Now, did they Gen. Kiwelu and Gen. Inienger 
ask you now to start the disarmament process? 


[Taylor] They made references to that, and we made 
them understand that we were in full agreement with the 
process of disarmament, but that order had to come 
from a constitutional government. 


[White] So, you are basically still refusing to disarm? 


[Taylor] No, I am waiting for the order from the consti- 
tutional transitional government to the NPFL to begin 
handing over arms, and that is the problem. Who is 
supposed to give this order when we do not have a 
government yet? 


[White] So, you can’t—as you are saying—you can’t 
accept an order from ECOMOG? 


[Taylor] ECOMOG is not in a position to order anything 
in this country. ECOMOG 1s in a position to work along 
with the constitutional transitional government of 
Liberia. The documents say that all entities in this 
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country will submit to the powers of the transitional 
government. That applies to ECOMOG and UNOMIL 
[United Nations Observer Mission in Liberia]. They 
can’t give any orders to anyone here. It is only our 
government that must be installed to give that order. 
This is why both ULIMO and ourselves are saying: Look, 
let’s install the government that will speak with one 
voice. 


[White] It seems Mr. Taylor, it sounds as if you’re all 
going round in circles. Nobody seems to have the power 
to do anything at the moment? 


[Taylor] That’s the problem, Robin. So, what we are 
saying is that the person with the real power that the 
three parties have agreed on is the transitional govern- 
ment. Let’s seat the government, let’s give the govern- 
ment that power to speak to the international commu- 
nity, or whether it is the OAU or ECOWAS [Economic 
Community of West African States], we need a govern- 
ment here that we have agreed upon. That is the only 
government that has the real power to order disarma- 
ment to talk to UNOMIL, to talk to ECOMOG or any 
other group. We need this government. 


[White] Are you able to reach a deal with Mr. Sawyer as 
to who would lead this transitional government, because 
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Mr. Sawyer has kicked out Bismarck Kuyon. Are you 
able to agree with Mr. Sawyer on a new name? 


[Taylor] Well, I'll tell you. We stayed out of this little 
fracas that they have in Monrovia. We require them as a 
party to have available their representatives to the 
Council of State. We don’t care if this is a jack rabbit or 
genie; you know, the (?water bearer). You know, I don’t 
care. Just give me two persons and let’s give the Liberian 
people peace; let us, you know, give them a government 
right away. I think they deserve it. They have lost it for 
Christmas. Let’s pray God thai they do not loose it for 
the new year. We need a government. Sawyer has to stop 
being greedy and give up what he is doing against the will 
of the Liberian people. 


[White] So, if he puts up a new name instead of Bismarck 
Kuyon, you will accept that? 


[Taylor] It is the prerogative of that party to do as it 
pleases. I do not expect him to interfere in the affairs of 
my government, regarding our commitment to the peace 
process. So, I do not intend to interfere in the affairs of 
ULIMO or that government. I’m gonna stay clear out of 
that particular thing. All I want from Sawyer is to get off 
his rocker and give the Liberian people a government 
that everyone is prepared to listen to and to take instruc- 
tions from. [end recording] 
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